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SWEDENBPRG AND HIS MISSION. 



It is a well-kno^m doctrine of the New Churchy that the 
second advent of the Lord, which is foretold in the Sacred 
Scripture, is not a coining in person in the clouds of heaven, 
but a coming or revelation of the spiritual sense of the Word 
in the literal. And there is a perfect parallelism of prophecy 
and its fulfilment in regard to his first and second advent. 
The Jews, in accordance with the literal sense of their Scrip- 
tures, were esipecting a Messiah who would pome and reigu 
over them as their king, and lead them to glory and victory. 
But, when he came, he declared that his kingdom was not of 
this world. They were in no way prepared to receive the 
kingdom of heaven into their minds, and to permit him to 
reign in their affections. They were totally opposed to any 
such government; and he was rejected aud crucified. 

The Christian church, forgetful of the lesson which was theu 
taught, has been looking for the literal accompKshment of tho 
prophecy in regard to the second coming of the Lord, wherein 
it is foretold that he should come in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. Instead of this,^ he has come as the 
Divine Truth in hia Holy Word. Similar states of mind have 
led to similar results. The Jews had probably no real belief 
ia a future state, and no higher idea of heaven than of worldly 
grandeur and prosperity ; and, regarding themselves as the 
cko^ieui people of Goi^ they expected these from their Messiah. 
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Christians, too, have been looking for his kingdom in this 
world ; not a spiritual kingdom, in which he would descend 
into their hearts, and reign there ; but an earthly kingdom, in 
which he would appear in person Uke a prince, when they 
should enjoy an inconceivable amount of undefined happiness, 
arbitrarily bestowed upon them in preference to the rest of 
mankind. Both the first and the second advent of the Lord 
have now been accomplished ; while Jews and Christians stand 
waiting for the literal fulfilment of the predictions in regard to 
him^ — the one for a temporal deliverer, the other for his visi- 
ble appearance in the clouds of heaven. 

I propose to consider the subject of the second coming of 
the Lord ; and, more particularly, Swedenborg, and his office 
and agency in regard to it. 

We find it stated in the " True Christian Eeligion," that — 

«ThIS SEOOin) OOMINO OF THB LoBD IS EFFBCTBD BT MBANB OF A XAN, BB- 

fobb whom hb has manifested himself, and whom he has filled with his 
Sfieit, to teach the doctbines of the New Chxtech, thbouoh the Wobd, 

FBOM HIM. 

*' Since the Lord cannot manifest himself in person, as has been 
shown just above, and yet he has foretold that he would come and 
establish a New Church, which is the New Jerusalem, it follows that 
he is to do it by means of a man, who is able not only to receive the 
doctrines of this church with his understanding, but also to publish 
them by the press. That the Lord has manifested himself before 
me, his servant, and sent me on this office, and that, after this, he 
opened the sight of my spirit, and thus let me into the spiritual 
world, and gave me to see the heavens and the hells, and also to 
speak with angels and spirits, and this now for many years, I testify 
in truth ; and also, that, from the first day of that call, I have not 
received any thing which pertains to the doctrines of that church 
from any angel, but from the Lord alone, while I read the Word." — 
r. C. JR. 779. 

The manner in which this announcement is made is most re- 
markable. Swedenborg begins by stating the general truth, that 
the second coming of the Lord is effected by means of a man, 
without alluding to himself at all ; and afterwards speaks of him- 
self in regard to it — which was a matter of necessity — in the 
most childlike and humble manner. It is thus presented to 
us, not as a personal matter, but as a doctrine of the church. 
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It is indeed a most important doctrine, and one which the New 
Church can neither reject nor ignore. When the first Chris^- 
tian church came to an end, unless a new one h^d been raised 
up, the human race would have perished : for, without a churoh 
ott earth, the great end of creation (which is, a heaven from 
the human race) would have been frustrated; and this thd 
Divine Providence could not permit. "When we consider^ 
that, unless the Lord had come again, no flesh could have been 
laved, and that this coming was effected through Swedenborgi 
the magnitude of Swedenborg's office is apparent. 

The man through whom the second coming of the Lord is 
ejected was to be able ^' to receive the doctrines of the church 
with his understanding, and also to publish them by the press/' 
These doctrines teach, that, ^'in the literal sense of the Word, 
divine truth is in its fulness, in its sanctity, and in its power^" 
The literal sense is the basis of the higher senses, as th^ 
church is the basis of the heavens. The truths of the Word 
had been wholly corrupted and perverted by the first Christiaii 
church ; and in order that the power of diving truth in the 
literal sense should be effectual, and the New Church esta- 
blished, it was necessary that its doctrines should be brought 
down into the understanding of a man, and received by him. 
The literal sense of the Word may remain between the covers 
of our Bibles in all its integrity ; but it there exerts no power, 
unless the truths and doctrines which it contains are received 
into the mind. In the spiritual world, the Word shines with 
different degrees of splendor, as it is viewed by the angels of 
the different heavens : ^^ But, if any one approaches who had 
fidsified it, then the splendor is immediately dissipated ; and if 
he comes near, and fixes his eyes upon the Word, it becomes, 
as it were, covered with blood ; and then he is admonished to 
depart, because there is danger " (T. C. B. 162). Analogous 
to this is the condition of things when the Word has been 
falsified on earth ; for the church cannot exist, even where the 
Word is, unless it is read, understood, received, and acknow- 
ledged. In order to the establishment of a New Church, and 
the integrity and stability of the heavens, it was necessary that 
there should be some man on this earth who Was capable of 
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receiving and publishing the doctrines of this church; and 
Swedenborg was selected for this office, not on account of any 
merit of his own (as he was probably more sensible than any 
other person), but because he could, better than any other man, 
be brought into a state to be the servant of the Lord in perform- 
ing this work. This was a work which no angel could accom- 
plish. In the heavens, they have not the Word in its literal 
sense. In order to come in the clouds of heaven, it was neces- 
sary that the divine truth should descend into the mind of a 
man in the natural world. It did so descend ; and the Lord 
manifested himself to Swedenborg. He came, and with him 
were the holy angels ; but this ultimate was necessary for the 
manifestation of his power and glory. 

It may be seen from these remarks, that the office of Sweden- 
borg was not only of the highest character, — perhaps the 
highest to which any one man has ever been called in this 
world, — but an office peculiar to himself. He was made the 
instrument by means of which the second advent of the Lord, 
and the Last Judgment which followed his coming, and the 
establishment of the New Church, were effected. Some seem 
to imagine, that there was nothing in relation to Swedenborg 
which may not occur with others, and' that he was in no sense 
a finality; and we already begin to see ignorant and conceited 
men, who seem ready to carry their vain and groundless pre- 
tensions just as far as they can find those who are weak enough 
to follow them. It is true, that the exhaustless treasures of 
the Sacred Scripture are now opened ; and it is to be hoped and 
expected that there will be a constant progression in the 
church, in the reception of more and more of its contents : bift 
there can no more be another Swedenborg, than there can be 
another second advent of the Lord, and Last Judgment. His 
office 'may perhaps be properly regarded as miraculous. It 
stands alone in all the dealings of the Lord with men. An 
exigency had arisen in the condition of the spiritual and natu- 
ral worlds, which made it necessary for the salvation of man- 
kind that a man should be called to perform a work distinct 
from any other, either before or after that period. We learn 
that there had been two General Judgments prior to that which 
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took place in the year 1757, — the one represented by the 
Flood, and the other when the Lord was on the earth. But 
never before, since the creation, was it permitted to any man, 
as it was to Swedenborg, to stand consciously in both worlds, 
the spiritual and the natural, and to be an eye-witness of the 
wonderful and awful scenes which then occurred ; and not only 
to describe what was seen, but to explain, in the most rational 
and consistent manner, the hidden causes of those events. As 
the New Jerusalem is to be the last and crowning church, and 
there can be no other General Judgment ; among the myriads of 
men who have lived and died on this earth, and who will con- 
tinue to live and die, Swedenborg stands, and must always 
continue to stand, distinctly alone. 

The office to which Swedenborg was called is stated to be 
that by means of which the Lord might effect his second 
advent, and establish a New Church; and he adds, that, 
*^ after I was called to this office, the Lord opened the sight 
of my spirit, and thus let me into the spiritual world, and gave 
me to see the heavens and the hells, and also to speak with 
angels and spirits." He never seemed for a moment to lose 
sight of the office to which he was called ; and as his intro- 
mission into the spiritual world was subsequent to his call, so 
it was designed as a means to enable him to discharge his 
office, and appears to have been always so regarded by him. 
It was indeed an indispensable means ; but it was no part of 
the Divine Providence to uncover the wonders of that world 
for the purpose of gratifying the curiosity of Swedenborg, or 
that of others. The most that has hitherto been known of the 
New Church, beyond its own borders, is that it maintains a 
belief in certain revelations in regard to the spiritual world ; 
and it has sometimes seemed to me, that these revelations 
occupy too prominent a place in the minds of Newchurchmen 
themselves. They are useful, by serving as illustrations of 
spiritual truth, so far as they are made to contribute to a 
life in conformity with the commandments, and to the acknow- 
ledgment of the Lord in his Divine Humanity. These are the 
essentials. Other things should always be regarded from this 
central point ; and it should never be forgotten, that they do 
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not itK themselves constitute the New Church, but are onlf 
accessory to it. 

We cannot doubt that the whole course of Swedenborg's life, 
even from his infancy, was, under Providence, a preparation 
for the great work to which he was called. Possessed, natu- 
rally, with most remarkable powers of mind, he was led to the 
pursuit of philosophical studies, particularly those which per- 
tain to the natural sciences. It is now conceded that he was 
one of the most learned men of his age ; and, subsequent to 
his call, all his learning was made subservient to spiritual uses. 
But the most important part of his preparation consisted in 
a character of great simplicity and purity, accompanied with ft 
love of truth for its own sake, in connection with the fact that 
he had been providentially kept from confirming himself in the 
religious tenets which then prevailed in the church. When 
the question was asked in the spiritual world, *' Why did your 
Lord reveal those secrets which you have just enumerated in 
a long series to you, who are a layman, and not to some one 
of the clergy ? " he replied, " That this was according to the 
good pleasure of the Lord, who prepared me for this office 
from my earliest youth. But yet, I will ask you, in return, 
Why did the Lord, when he was in the world, choose fisher- 
men for disciples, and not some of the lawyers, scribes, priests, 
or Babbis? Discuss this among yourselves, and conclude 
from judgment, and you will discover the reason. On hearing 
these words, a murmur was made, and, after this, silence.'' 

He was of all men the most humble and self^forgetful. He 
never obtrudes himself, in his writings, between the truth and 
the eye of his reader. There is not the slightest effort at effect. 
While he is hiijuself completely out of sight, the truth is pre- 
sented to his readers in the most perspicuous and simple man- 
ner possible. What he says of angelic choirs seems applicable 
to himself: '^ In speaking, they do not at all think either of 
words or ideas ; their meanihg flows into these spontaneously : 
and no words or ideas flow into the discourse which multiply the 
tense, or divert it to any thing else, or to which there adheres 
any thing artificial, or which seems to themselves elegant, as 
proceeding from self or from self-love; for this would imme- 
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diately create confusion.'' He speaks of a palace in the spirit- 
ual world, called the Temple of Wisdom ; and an angelic spirit 
proceeds as follows : — 

'* No one can see it who believes himself to be very wise ; still 
less can he who believes himself to be wise enough ; and, least of 
all, he who believes himself to be wise from himself. The reason is, 
because those are not in the reception of the light of heaven from the 
love of genuine wisdom. Genuine wisdom is, that a man sees from 
the light of heaven ; that what he knows, understands, and compre- 
hends, is as little, compared with what he does not know, under- 
stand, and comprehend, as a drop of water is to the ocean ; conse- 
quently, scarcely any thing. Every one w)io is in this paradisiacal 
garden, and, from perception and sight in himself, acknowledges 
that he has respectively so little wisdom, sees that Temple of Wis- 
dom ; for interior light in the mind of man enables him to see it, 
but not exterior light without that. Now, because I have often 
thought that, and from science, and then from perception, and at 
last from interior light, have acknowledged that man has so little 
wisdom, it was given me to see that temple." 

No one at all familiar with Swedenborg's works can doubt 
that he possessed the requisite qualifications for. seeing and 
entering the Temple of Wisdom. 

Swedenborg seems to have been aware — perhaps from the 
time when he was first called, certainly very soon after — of 
the great difficulty with which the doctrines of the New Church 
would be received, and the very slow progress which they 
would make in the world. At first, he stood entirely alone ; 
and, though he continued to write and publish his works during 
a period of nearly thirty years, at the time of his death the 
number of those who paid any regard to them was extremely 
small. At this he does not appear to have been at all dis- 
heartened, or even surprised. He never faltered in his work, 
which was not only to receive the doctrines of the New Church 
with his understanding, but also to publish them by the press. 
He was the farthest possible removed from every appearance 
of enthusiasm. He appears to have made little or no effort to 
make proselytes, or to convince people of the truth of his 
writings by argument. He proceeded in the most calm and 
rational manner.. As the doctrines of the church were all to 
be drawn from the Word, and its spiritual sense was to be 
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Tfty^Ae^ t<^ hiwki hU buaines^ was with the Sacred Scripture 
iJinoet e^clusiyeljr* Throwing aside the philosophical pursuits 
which had previously occupied his mind, he commenced th? 
study of the Hebrew, that he might be able to understand the 
Old Testament in the language in which it wa&i originally writ-* 
tfiju With the Greek he was already acquainted. The only 
IpkQoka on his table are said to have been a Hebrew and a Greek 
Bible ; and the Indexes to his own works, which were wanted 
for reference. As i^ well known, his books were written ii^ 
the Latin language ; which comports with the &ct that they 
were addressed, primarily, to the learned^ and were designed 
lbi» all nations and all ages of the world. 

The work to which he was called was >to he performed in 
ih'^ full exercise of his freedom and rationality; a^d he set 
himself about preparing for it accordingly. It was in no way 
dictated to him what he should write> as it was to the pro- 
phets ; but he was to receive the doctrines of the church intel- 
ligently and rationally. It was first n^ecessary for him to 
learn these doctrines hiiQself,^ before he could communicate 
them to others. This could not be done 8iuddej)ly. If all the 
Ught which he gradually received had \>^w poured upon him 
at QUQe^ it would have overwhelmed him> and destroyed hi^ 
vision. He is supposed to have been called to his office in 
the yeax* 1745. The first volume of the '^ Areata Cqelestia " 
appeared in< 1749> -^ four years afterwards.^ Three volumes of 
the '^Adversaria," recently published (containing, apparently, 
the first sketch of the '^ Arcana ")> were probably intended foK 
hia private use^ and not designed for publication. They were 
a, sort of framewQrk» or sqaffoldingx useful in the erection of 
the mwx building. He continued to write and publish the 
remainder of hia works^^ at irregular intervals, during the period 
of about twenty-three years ; devoting his time and fortune to 
the service ; entirely unconcerned that they attracted compara* 
tively no attention during his lifetime ; and fully conscious of 
the wonderful change which they would produce in the subset 
quent condition and history of the world. 

The gradual illumination of his mind is apparent by follow-* 
tng his works in the order of their publipatioijL At first, hii 



idea of the thtee Jieavend deems to have bei^n much leds distiAdt 
than it wai (subsequently. ^^ There are thi'ee heavens," he 
says in the first volume of the ** Arcana/' publkhed in 1749^ 
** the first, which is the abode of good spirits ; a second, whioh 
is the abode of angelic spirits ; and a third, which iu that of 
angels '* (A.G. 4S9). In his subsequent works, he Usea difi!sr«- 
ent terms to designate the angeU of the different heavens. I^ 
the second Volume of the *' Arcana Coele^tia," published iA 
the year 1750, he had a chapter on the light in which th« 
angels live ; and there i< much valuable inistruction in regard 
10 it. He says that it was perfectly known in heaven, but not 
in the world of spiritd, that the Lord was the Source of Kght. 
That he might be instructed as to the nature of the light of 
heaven, he had at times been intmduced into the aboded of 
good or angelic spirits (angels of the first or aecond heaven), 
where he daW not only the spirits themselves^ but the objects 
which surrounded them : and his interior vision had been eo 
far opened^ that he had plainly 6een the moon shining ; but 
he adds, '^It was not given me to see the sun" (A.C. 1531). 
In '< Heaven and Hell/' published in X16B, he aayn that it 
had been given him to see the Lord as a 6un several timoi. 
In the ** Divine Providence," published in the year 1764, he 
aayt, " The Lord alone has taught me, who wad revealed to me> 
and afterwards continually appeared and appears before my 
eyes ad a sun, in which he is as he appears to the angels, and 
has illustrated me" (186). His views of the Last Judgment 
were necesiarily obscure previous to its accomplishment (A. 0. 
S117-^@130). But it is neediest to multiply e:xamples» 

It was said that Swedenborg's intromission into the Spiritual 
World was an indispensable meant of enabling him to discharge 
the office to which he was called. The laws according to which 
the Sacred Scriptures are written are essentially the same with 
those by which the heavens are created, and the whole spirit- 
ual world is held in order and connection* " By the Word 
bi the Lord were the heavens made^ and all the host of them 
by the breath of his mouth." The Word exists in the heavens, 
and is that by whioh they are bound to each other, and to the 
Ohurch on earth. That Swedenborg might be able to receive 
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the doctrines of the New Church into his understanding, and 
unfold the internal contents of the Sacred Scripture, it was 
necessary that he should be introduced into the spiritual world, 
and made acquainted, by experience, with its realities and its 
laws, and with the correspondence of external things with 
internal, both in that world and in the natural. He says, 
that ''the expressions in the Word are, for the most part, 
taken from appearances in the spiritual world, and hence signify 
things similar to what there exist " ( A.E. 594) ; and constantly 
illustrates this truth by examples. This is another way of say- 
ing, that, in that world, the internal meaning makes one with 
the outward correspondence, which is presented visibly to the 
senses. External things exist directly from the states, affec- 
tions, and thoughts to which they correspond ; and their signi- 
fication is apparent and obvious. 

The sun corresponds to the Lord ; and we show, by a process 
of reasoning, how its influence on the earth, in causing all things 
to live and fructify, corresponds to that of the Lord in the 
heavens. But, in the spiritual world, the sun is living : it is 
the proximate sphere of the Lord. He is seen by the angels 
as a sun. Of course, it requires no process of reasoning with 
them to understand what the sun signifies. The same remarks 
are seen to apply to heat and light ; to the atmosphere, and the 
clouds which appear in it ; and to other objects, when their 
origin and quality in the spiritual world are understood. 

That the opening of his spiritual senses was an indispensable 
means of enabling Swedenborg to understand and communi- 
cate the internal contents of the Word, is particularly evident 
in the explanation of the Apocalypse. This book seems to 
have been designed especially for the New Church. It is 
the concluding book of the Sacred Scripture ; and to the first 
Christian church it has alws^ys been completely sealed. All 
attempts to pry into its meaning by unaided reason have been 
perfectly futile, and even puerile. It relates to the end of 
the first Christian church, to the Last Judgment which fol- 
lowed, and to the establishment of the New Heaven and 
the New Church. Its explanation was not possible previous 
to the Last Judgment; nor could it have been made then. 
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except by some one in the world who was permitted to wit- 
ness the events which then took place in the spiritual worlds 
and to whom the spiritual sense of the Word was revealed 
(A. E. 260). 

Supposing Swedenborg to have been called to his office in 
the year 1745, the Last Judgment, which took place in 1757, 
occupying the whole of that year, occurred twelve years after 
his illumination, and fifteen years before his death. It was the 
culminating point of his mission. The twelve years of careful 
study of the Word, and of intercourse and experience in the 
spiritual world, were doubtless necessary to enable him to 
understand those changes which were then visibly presented 
to his view. Had these events been exhibited immediately 
after his spiritual senses were opened, he might have been 
filled with awe and consternation, but would have had little or 
no ability to perceive and describe their hidden causes. The 
period of his life which elapsed after the Last Judgment gave 
him an opportunity to prepare and publish those works which 
could not have been written prior to that event. Nor was 
Swedenborg a merely idle spectator in the spiritual world, 
simply gaining information which enabled him to be useful 
to the inhabitants of our earth. His mission was to both 
worlds. No one had ever occupied a similar position. The 
senses of the prophets were opened ; and, in writing the Word, 
they have described the things which they saw and heard in 
the spiritual world as they were commanded to do, but they 
had little or no knowledge of their meaning. With Sweden- 
borg, not only his senses were opened, but also his spiritual 
mind, so that he could understand what these visions signified, 
and reveal the spiritual sense of the Word. 

It was said that his mission was to both worlds. We some- 
times find him communicating truths to the angels which they 
could have learned only through one who was an inhabitant of 
the natural world and of theirs at the same time. But the 
scene of his labors (at least, during the first part of his mission) 
was probably mostly in the world of spirits. We have 
undoubtedly, all of us, very inadequate views of that world, — 
the "great gulf" which separates the heavens from the hells. 
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It is said to be called the world of spirits because it appears to 
those who are there as a great orb, or world. We learn, that, 
since the Last Judgment, none remain in that state longer than 
thirty years ; which is the period usually regarded as a genera- 
tion, or as the mean duration of human life. But the number 
of those who are there is immense. Swedenborg speaks of 
seeing the way through which all pass who depart from the 
natural world, of whom there were some myriads every week. 
This way " was so crowded with spirits, that there was scarcely 
room to step between two." How great must have been the 
number of those who were collected in that world previous 
to the Last Judgment, may appear from the fact, that they had 
been increasing from the time the Lord was on the earth. 

Some may imagine, that, on entering into the spiritual world, 
they shall at once be made acquainted with whatever relates 
to the heavens and the angels. So far as most persons are 
concerned, nothing is farther from the truth. This knowledge is 
acquired gradually by those who are prepared to receive it, and 
every thing depends on the state of reception. The Lord does 
not force himself upon the minds of spirits, any more than he 
does on the minds of men. Those who were in heart atheists 
in this world, remain atheists after death ; and the heavens are 
as completely shut out from their view in one case as in the 
other. 

The world of spirits appears to have been the scene of 

many of Swedenborg's relations; and he was himself not 

unfrequently a most important actor in what he describes to 

have taken place. It may seem strange to us, at first, that it 

should have been an important part of his office to teach the 

doctrines of the New Church in that world : but such appears 

to have been the fact ; and our surprise will disappear when 

we consider the condition of the world of spirits at the time of 

his mission, and its intimate connection with men on the earth. 

" That the last time is at hand," he says in the second volume 

of the "Arcana," published in 1750, "may also appear in 

the other life from this, that all the good which flows from the 

Lord through heaven into the world of spirits is there instantly 

turned into evil, obscenity, and profaneness ; and that all truth 
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is turned instantly into what is false : thus mutual love is 
turned into hatred^ sincerity into deceit^ &c. ; so that goodness 
and truth are no longer perceptible. The like comes to pass 
with the man who is governed by spirits, with whom the evil 
spirits in that world have communication " (A. C. 2123). 

In one of his relations, Swedenborg describes an angel hold- 
ing in his right hand a paper, on which was written in golden 
letters '^ the marriage of good and truth." This angel de- 
scended with the paper in his hand, till at last he was seen to 
pass into a dark cloud, and through the cloud upon the earth. 
He was then in the world of spirits. At first, from the writ- 
ing, there flashed a splendor which went forth into a wide circle 
around the paper : but, as he descended, the paper appeared 
less and less lucid, and the writing was changed from a golden 
color into a silver, then into a copper, afterwards into an iron, 
and at length into an iron-rust and brass-rust color ; but, when 
he reached the world of spirits, the paper was not seen. The 
angel spoke to Swedenborg, saying, " Ask those who come 
hither, whether they see me, or any thing in my hand." Mul- 
titudes came from all quarters, but could see nothing. Sothe,, 
however, who had been in simple faith from charity, or in 
some truth from good, after the others had gone away, said that 
they saw a man with a paper, a man with a becoming dress, 
and a paper on which letters were traced. At length they 
read the writing with difficulty, and afterwards listened to the 
instruction of the angel. 

We learn from this relation, that heavenly truth and influ- 
ences, when they reached the world of spirits, were extin- 
guished ; and that they could not be seen nor appreciated, even 
though an angel came to bring them. We also learn that Swe- 
denborg could see and meet both the angel and the spirits, and 
be a medium of communication from the one to the other; 
and we have no reason to doubt that it was by his influence 
that the spirits in simple faith were able to read the writing, 
and to be instructed in regard to it. 

Such being the condition of the world of spirits, the doctrines 
of the New Church were as new in that world as in this ; and 
it appears to have been the office of Swedenborg to publish 
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and teach them In both. "Was it not necessary that these doc- 
trines should be received into the understanding of a man who 
could meet the inhabitants of that world on the lowest plane, 
thereby forming an ultimate by means of which . heavenly 
influences might operate ? If the inhabitants of both worlds 
could be seen at once, it would be found that they existed in 
a connection with each other, so intimate that they could not 
by any possibility be drawn asunder ; and that it would avail 
little to teach true doctrines to men on earth, while the great 
reservoir of their affections and thoughts sent forth nothing but 
impurity and corruption. "When the essential doctrines of the 
New Church were distinctly taught by Swedenborg to those 
in the world of spirits by whom they were obstinately and 
angrily rejected, it was a necessary effect of this rejection that 
those spirits sunk down into their proper place, and such as 
were in simple good were liberated from their bondage. 

We learn that the "Word is in all the heavens, as well as in 
the world of spirits. There are also other writings in the 
spiritual world; and Swedenborg in several instances speaks 
of seeing some of his own works in that world. After having 
conversed with some persons in the world of spirits, and 
given them important spiritual instruction, he says, " As I was 
retiring, I saw a table of cedar-wood, on which there was 
a book, under a green olive-tree whose trunk was intwined 
about with a vine. I viewed it attentively ; and, behold, it was 
a book which I had written, entitled ' Angelic "Wisdom con- 
cerning the Divine Love and "Wisdom, and also concerning the 
Divine Providence ; * and I said, ' In that book it is fully shown 
that man is an organ receptive of life, and not life ' " (A. B. 
875). This is the subject on which he had been speaking. 
On one occasion, he heard some talking among themselves, and 
saying, ** Oh that we might be allowed to speak with the in- 
novator who has thrown the apple of contention amongst the 
rulers of the church ! which many of the laity have run after, 
and, having picked it up, they have presented it to our eyes." 
By that apple they meant a little pamphlet entitled " A Brief 
Exposition of the Doctrine of the New Church.** — "And they 
said, ' It is indeed a schismatical thing, which no one before 
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ever conceived.' And I heard then one of them exclaiming, 
^ What I schismatical ? it is heretical.' " But some at his side 
replied, " * Hush ! hold your tongue ! it is not heretical. He 
quotes a great many passages from the Word, to which our 
strangers (by whom we mean the laity) attend and assent,' " &c. 
(T. C. K. 112). In another place he speaks of seeing the "Ar- 
cana Coelestia " in the spiritual world. Can it be doubted that 
these books were there performing a most important use ? 

A memorandum at the close of the " True Christian Religion " 
states, that, " after this work was finished, the Lord called to- 
gether his twelve disciples who followed him in the world, 
and the next day he sent them all out into the whole spiritual 
world to preach the gospel, that the Lord God Jesus Christ 
reigns, whose reign will be for ages of ages, according to the 
prediction by Dan. vii. 13, 14, and in Bev. xi. 15 ; and that 
they are blessed who come to the wedding-supper of the 
Lamb " (Bev. xix. 9). This is said to have occurred after the 
"True Christian Beligion" was finished; and is there any 
reason to doubt that this book was a most important, if not 
an essential, part of the preparation for this event? 

But it was not merely by his published works, but also by 
word of mouth, that Swedenborg gave spiritual instruction, 
and taught the doctrines of the New Church, in the spiritual 
world; and these teachings seem to have been productive 
of remarkable results. It is probable that he has given us but 
a very small part of his experience ; but he has given sufficient 
to show that such was the fact. Many instances to prove the 
truth of this statement might be adduced. 

When we consider the state of the world of spirits during 
the period of Swedenborg's intercourse with it, it seems evident 
that he must have been subjected to severe sufferings, trials, 
and temptations. That such was the case, we also infer from his 
own writings. It is wonderful how it was possible that the 
doctrines of the New Church should be kept bright and living 
in his mind, when he was exposed to such suffocating influ- 
ences, — doctrines which we are now able to understand but 
imperfectly, after a lapse of a hundred years ; during which pe- 
riod inhere has been a constant renovation of the world of spirits,. 

2» 



18 Swedenborg and his Mission, 

and a cctotinual Increase of light. To carry the doctrines of the 
New Church into that world at that time, was like carrying a 
lighted candle into regions filled with noxious gases, which 
sometimes extinguish the light, and sometimes cause it to pro- 
duce an explosion. The following extract from the " Apoca- 
lypse Revealed " is interesting in this connection : — 

" Now, since by the woman that brought forth is signified the 
New Church, it is plain that by the male child is signified the doc- 
trine of that church. The doctrine here meant is the * Doctrine of the 
New Jerusalem,' published in London, 1758 ; as also the ' Doctrines 
concerning the Lord, concerning the Sacred Scripture, and concerning 
a Life according to the Commandments of the Decalogue,' published 
in Amsterdam : for by doctrine is understood all the truths of doc- 
trine, doctrine being the complex of them. When these doctrines 
were written, the dragonists stood around me, and endeavored with 
all their fury to devour or to extinguish them. This strange cir- 
cumstance it was permitted me to relate, because, of a truth, it so 
happened. The dragonists who stood around me were from all 
parts of the reformed Christian world " (A. R. 543). 

But his most remarkable experience seems to have occurred 
while he was writing the explanation of the eleventh chapter of 
the Apocalypse. This chapter treats of the two witnesses which 
should prophesy clothed in sackcloth ; of whom it is said, 
'' their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord 
was crucified.** — " And, after three days and a half, the spirit of 
life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their 
feet ; and great fear fell upon them that saw them : " and 
afterwards ** they ascended up to heaven in a cloud, and their 
enemies beheld them." 

We learn that by the bodies of the two witnesses are sig- 
nified the two essentials of the New Church ; which are the 
acknowledgment of the Lord as the only God of heaven and 
earth, and that there is conjunction with him by a life according 
to the precepts of the Decalogue. By their dead bodies lying 
in the street of the great city which is spiritually called Sodom 
and Egypt, is signified the rejection of these essential doctrines 
of the church by those who are in the falsities of faith alone, 
which are opposed to them, and in the love of dominion 
grounded in self-love and the love of rule grounded in the 
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pride of self-derived intelligence, which exist in the church 
where one God is not acknowledged and the Lord is not 
worshipped, and where they do not live according to the 
commandments of the Decalogue. By the spirit of life from 
God entering into them, and their standing on their feet after 
three days and a half^ is signified the beginning of a New 
Church after the end of the Old. We learn, that, in the world 
of spirits, there were, about the time of the Last Judgment, 
vast multitudes of those who had the most deadly hostility to 
these essential doctrines of the New Church, who constituted this 
great city ; and that much that is here said (such as that there 
was a great earthquake, and that the city fell, &c.) actually 
took place in that world. Indeed, at the time of the Last 
Judgment, the Lord actually appeared, in the spiritual world, 
in a white cloud with angels ; so that the prophecy, that he 
should come in the clouds of heaven, was there literally ful- 
filled (Contin. L. J., No. 28). The New Church may per- 
haps be properly said to have commenced with Swedenborg. 
The doctrines which were represented by the two witnesses 
were revealed to him. The Lord had filled him with his 
spirit to teach them to others. The two witnesses found 
an abode in his mind, and the prophecy in regard to them 
seeihs to have had a remarkable fulfilment in his person. In 
the "Apocalypse Revealed," after describing what happened 
to them, he says, " That the same things happened with the two 
doctrines of the New Jerusalem (one concerning the Lord, and 
the other concerning a life according to the commandments 
of the Decalogue), may, in some measure, be seen in the rela- 
tions annexed to each chapter." In the relation following the 
eleventh chapter of the Apocalypse, he says, — 

" I was once seized suddenly with a disease which seemed to 
threaten my life. I suffered excruciating pain all over my head. A 
pestilential smoke ascended from that Jerusalem which is called 
Sodom and Egypt. Half dead with the severity of my sufferings, I 
expected every moment would be my last. Thus I lay in my bed 
three days and a half. My spirit was reduced to this state ; and, in 
consequence of it, my body. And then I heard the voices of persons 
about me, saying, * So he who preached repentance for the remission 
of sins, and the Man Christ alone, lies dead in the streets of oiu: 
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city.* And they asked some of the clergy whether he was worthy of 
burial ; who answered, * No : let him lie to be looked at.' And they 
passed to and fro, and mocked. All this befell me, of a truth, when I 
was writing this [the eleventh] chapter of the Apocalypse. Then were 
heard many shocking speeches of scoffers, who said, ' How can re- 
pentance be performed without faith 1 ' and ' How can the Man 
Christ be adored as God ? ' and more of the same kind. All this 
the crowd who stood by agreed to and applauded. I heard what 
passed, without the power of replying; being almost dead. But, after 
three days and a half, my spirit. recovered : and, being in the spirit, 
I left the street, and went into the city, and said again, ' Do the work 
of repentance, and believe in Christ, and your sins will be remitted, 
and ye will be saved ; but otherwise ye will perish. Did not the 
Lord himself preach repentance for the remission of sins, and that 
men should believe in him ? Did he not enjoin his disciples to 
preach the same ? Is not a full and fatal security of life the sure 
consequence of this dogma of your faith ? ' But they replied, ' What 
idle talk ! Has not the Son made satisfaction ? and does not the 
Father impute it to us, and justify us who have believed in it ? Thus 
are we led by the Spirit of Grace : how, then, can sin have place in 
us ? and what power has death over us ? Do you comprehend this 
gospel, thou preacher of sin and repentance 1 ' At that instant a 
voice was heard from heaven, saying, * What is the faith of an im- 
penitent man, but a dead faith 1 The end is come, the end is come, 
upon you that are secure, unblamable in your own eyes, justified in 
your own faith, ye devils ! ' And suddenly a deep gulf was opened 
in the midst of the city, which spread itself far and wide ; and the 
houses fell one upon another, and were swallowed up ; and presently 
water began to bubble up from the wide whirlpool, and overflowed 
the waste. 

'* Afterwards there came a voice from heaven to some who were 
without that great city, crying aloud, * Take heed how you associate 
with such persons ! Can you not understand that evils, which are 
called sins and iniquities, render man impure and unclean 1 How 
can man be cleansed and purified from them but by actual repent- 
ance, and by faith in Jesus Christ 1 ' &c." 

These seem to have been those signified by the remnant^ who 
were aflTrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 

The world of spirits was in close conjunction with men on 
earth ; and^ with both^ there was the most deadly hostility to 
these two essential doctrines of the New Church. It was the 
same kind of opposition which existed against the Lord himself, 
when he was in the world and was crucified : '' Come, let us 
kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours." Swedenborg was 
in no way exempt from the common evils of his race, as he 
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was himself most sensible. That these doctrines should become 
obscured in his mind^ and apparently lose their vitality, and 
that he should seem to himself to be approaching death, is not 
surprising. The wonder rather is, how he could have stood 
alone, and been sustained in freedom, under such influences. 
But, after three days and a half, these Heavenly Doctrines were 
again made alive. They ascended up to heaven in a cloud. 
The literal sense of the "Word was filled with the power and 
glory of the spiritual. 

In this world, Swedenborg appears to have done little more 
than to publish his books, and then leave them quietly to do 
their work ; but in the world of spirits, as appears by this 
and other relations, he preached repentance, and faith in Jesus 
Christ. That world was ripe for judgment ; this was not. 
He was there known as the innovator, and disturber of their 
false peace and security ; and, when it is understood with how 
much greater facility affections and thoughts are communicated 
in that world than in this, we may suppose that he was so known 
extensively. Indeed, the great city here spoken of probably 
consisted of countless multitudes. These two essential doctrines 
of the New Church were preached to its inhabitants, and were 
by them rejected ; and, after this rejection, they sunk down into 
their own place. Subsequently, those who were near them, and 
had been held in bondage by their influence, were warned 
of their danger, and were liberated. In the accomplishment of 
these things, Swedenborg seems to have been a most important 
agent. 

Swedenborg says that he received nothing pertaining to 
the doctrines of the New Church from any angel, but from the 
Lord alone, while he read the "Word. In the ** Divine Provi- 
dence," he says, : — 

*' I have had speech with spirits and with angels now for many 
years : neither has any spirit dared, nor any angel wished, to tell 
me any thing, still less to instruct me concerning any things in the 
Word, or concerning any doctrinal from the Word ; but the Lord 
alone has taught me, who was revealed to me, and afterwards con- 
tinually appeared and appears before my eyes as a sun, in which he 
is, as he appears to the angels, and has illustrated me." 
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Enthusiasts^ impostors^ and madmen have claimed immediate 
revelations from God ; but here is a condition attached, which is 
the farthest possible removed from the conceptions of the merely 
natural man. Those who acknowledge his mission must also 
acknowledge his authority as a teacher of the doctrines of the 
church. But his case formed no exception to the law according 
to which the Lord reveals himself to men ; which is by the 
medium of the Sacred Scriptures. If the doctrines had been 
revealed to him miraculously in any other way, they could 
not have been received rationally and in freedom, and they 
would have rested exclusively on his authority ; but, as they 
were given him by the Lord while he read the "Word, so 
they are abundantly confirmed by passages from it, and he is 
constantly leading his readers to the source of his own illu- 
mination. He is thus a clear and transparent medium of the 
truths which were revealed to him. But, although he was 
thus forgetful of himself, it ill becomes any of his readers to 
forget him, and, refusing to acknowledge him in his true re- 
lation to the church, to claim the doctrines which he taught 
as coming to them directly, without his agency. If it pleased 
the Lord to fill him with his spirit that he might teach the 
doctrines of the New Church, and to call him to this most im- 
portant office, it must certainly be pleasing to the Lord that he 
should be acknowledged in the office to which he was called* 
Indeed, I do not understand how there can be any distinct 
perception and acknowledgment of the second advent of the 
Lord, and of the establishment of the New Church, without an 
acknowledgment of the divinely appointed means through, 
whom these things were accomplished. 

The Lord promised the disciples, by whom were represented 
the first Christian church, that he would be with them all the 
days until the consummation of the age ; by which it may be 
understood, that there is a sense in which he would then cease 
to be with that church. Yet we know that the Lord will leave 
or forsake no one. His tender mercies and ever-watchfal 
providence are over all the works of his hands. But, when he 
came and established a new church, the seat of his dominions — 
the capital of his kingdom, so to speak — was changed. This 
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change was made from the purest love to all mankind. "With- 
out, it no flesh could have been saved, and by means of it all 
were benefited. By the establishment of the New Church, 
greater spiritual freedom, higher degrees of light, and more 
heavenly influences, are being imparted, not only to those who 
are acquainted with its doctrines, but to all men. The state 
and condition of the whole world has been, and is, undergoing 
a change in consequence of this event. The morning has come, 
and the sun shines from a new quarter ; and his benignant rays 
not only tinge the summit of the mountain, but reach the depths 
of the valley. The truths of the New Heaven and the New 
Church are, to some extent, penetrating all the departments 
of religion, science, and literature. Those who deny or deride 
their existence still live by their influence, as the Jews who 
crucified the Lord were sustained by his power. It must not 
be inferred, however, that the world is in this way converted 
from bad to good in the mass. As there are everywhere greater 
j&eedom and greater light, so the responsibility of using these 
blessings aright is greater, as well as the condemnation in case 
they are abused. There can be but one church on earth at the 
same time. When the Christian church was established at 
the consummation of the Jewish, all who were really good, 
whether among the Jews or Gentiles, were internally connected 
with it. And so it is with the New Jerusalem at the present 
time. As an old church comes to an end, all that is vital in 
it — all that can be made spiritually alive — is gradually with- 
drawn from the dead body of its corrupt doctrines and from 
those who wilfully and obstinately adhere to them, and raised 
up and united with the higher life of the new. Not the 
smallest portion of it can be lost. 

But, in a more especial sense, the distinctive New Church 
will consist of those who receive its doctrines, and endeavor 
to live according to them. There were doubtless good people 
among Jews and Grentiles when the Christian Church was 
established; but only those were called Christians who ac- 
knowledged that the Lord had come into the world, and lived 
according to his precepts. So the specific New Church will 
consist of those who believe that the Lord has come a second 
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time, receive the doctrines which he has now revealed, and 
endeavor to lead a life in conformity with them; while the 
New Church universal will comprise all who dre truly in 
the good of life spread over all the world. 

The purpose for which the Lord is said to have filled 
Swedenborg with his spirit was that he might teach the doc- 
trines of the New Church. It is by means of these that this 
church is to be established. The New Jerusalem appeared 
as a city before it Was seen as a bride. That there can be 
goodness without truth is a new form of faith alone. The two 
great doctrines, of the Divine Humanity and of Life, are only 
the outward expression of the two great commandments, of love 
to the Lord and the neighbor. They are the two witnesses 
still : " And if any man hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their 
mouth, and devoureth their enemies ; and, if any man will hurt 
them, he must in this manner be killed." There may be those 
who acknowledge these doctrines with their lips, but deny them 
in their hearts ; and there may be others who have an internal 
acknowledgment of them which is even unknown to themselves, 
and who suppose that they disbelieve them : but while those 
who, in heart and life, wilfully reject them, reject heaven and 
heavenly influences, whatever may be their outward morality 
or seeming benevolence; those who truly receive them re- 
ceive the Lord, from whom they proceed, and who dwells 
within them. Faith may be obscure, — it may be little as a 
grain of mustard-seed ; but it must exist, as essential to sal- 
vation. "Except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in 
your sins." 

And those by whom these doctrines are received, loved, and 
obeyed, will be drawn together by a law of attraction as sure 
and inevitable as that of gravitation. Swedenborg describes 
the world of spirits as consisting of innumerable societies, 
arranged according to their natural affections. Such appears 
to be very much the condition of people on the earth. But 
charity is not a natural, but a spiritual, affection. The New 
Church must rise above natural affections into those which are 
spiritual. It is only thus that it can become a true and living 
church. 
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